
Surrounded By God
A Ra dio Mes sage by Wilbur E. Nel son

n the 139th Psalm are sev eral verses which are of
great en cour age ment to the one who may ask, “What 
is be fore me?  What does the fu ture hold?”  The
Psalm ist here says, “O Lord, Thou hast searched me

and known me.  Thou knowest my down sit ting and mine
up ris ing.  Thou understandest my thought afar off.  Thou
compassest my path and my ly ing down, and art ac -
quainted with all my ways.  For there is not a word in my
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it al to gether.  Thou
has be set me (sur rounded me) be hind and be fore, and laid
Thine hand upon me.”

If you are in clined to ask the ques tion, “What does the
fu ture hold?”, this most blessed pas sage of God’s Word
tells you that you are the ob ject of His care.  There is so
much that we can not an tic i pate con cern ing the fu ture.  
Many things are be fore us that we can not in any way an -
tic i pate.   But is n’t it won der ful to know that God will be
with us what ever is be fore us?  As time speeds by, we may
be as sured of His sav ing, keep ing, sus tain ing, sanc ti fy ing,
prov i den tial con cern for us. 

Pogo, that quaint lit tle opos sum phi los o pher, ob serves 
that they do not make years that last as they used to do. 
They do speed by and, as they end, and new ones be gin, it
is wise to take stock to look back, to look for ward, to learn
les sons and to pre pare for com ing ex pe ri ences

Look back, not in lazy, list less, wish ful think ing, not
in self-con grat u la tion and, cer tainly, not in vain re grets. 
Look back and learn the les sons that the past should have
taught you.   

Look ahead – not imag in ing that there is a magic
power that can change yes ter day and that you can ex pe ri -

ence a re mark able and in stan ta neous trans for ma tion,
mak ing you some thing else than what you have al lowed
your self to become.  

Per haps you have heard of the trav eler in a rus tic
moun tain area, who asked an old farmer, “Where will this
road take me?”  The old man stopped his mules and an -
swered, “Where do you want it to take you?”  Each of us
must ask him self that ques tion, “Where do you want it to
take you?”  This be ing true, set your af fec tion on things
above.  Put God first.

Re mem ber, our faith can grow with the pass ing of
time.  How can it grow?  Surely by deep de sire and by firm 
sup port of God’s Word and through ser vice and ex er cise. 
God says to us as He said to Mo ses, “My pres ence shall go 
with thee.”  

In that fifth verse of the 139th Psalm, which you read a 
mo ment ago, the Psalm ist de scribed so beau ti fully that
pres ence as he said, “Thou hast be set me be hind and be -
fore, and laid Thine hand upon me.”  This is a mil i tary
met a phor, and “be set” is the key word.  It can be taken to
mean be sieged or bar ri caded or ar rested.  But there is a
more ac cu rate trans la tion which means “en fold”.  Now
look at it, “Thou hast ‘en folded’ me be hind and be fore
and laid Thine hand upon me.”   

Isa iah 52, verse 12, has a blessed and heart en ing line,
too.  “The Lord will go be fore you and the God of Is rael
will be your rear guard.”  There it is, God in front, and
God be hind, and “your march ing soul in the midst,” as
Stew art put it, en cir cled by God, sur rounded by God as by
a wall of steel and iron.

God is be fore us – to lighten the way, to sur prise us
with His love and with His care (which should never sur -
prise us).  We speak tim idly of the un known fu ture, but
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what ever the fu ture brings, it will 
bring the grace and peace and
pres ence and pro tec tion will be
seen in our to mor rows, as it has
been seen in our yes ter days, and
is seen in our pres ent hour.  

He is be fore us, but that is
not all.  He is also be hind us.
Thank God for that!  Think of Is -
rael, flee ing Egypt, pur sued by
Pharaoh, ap par ently help less. 
Then God placed the pil lar of
cloud be hind them and led them
to safety, even tak ing off the
wheels of Pha raoh’s char i ots. 
God is be hind me, pro tect ing me
from old sins, old bond age, evil
hab its, stub born temp ta tions, be -
set ting sins, haunt ing, hor ri ble
mem o ries.  I need not dwell
among the tombs of yes ter day’s
mis takes and sins and fail ures
and suc cesses.  He says, “I have
blot ted out, as a thick cloud,
thy trans gres sions.  I will re -
mem ber them no more.” (Ed.
‘for His Name sake.’)  He deals
with my blun ders and transforms 
my poor, human efforts. 

Yes, be fore me, be hind me
and be side me.  He has laid His
hand upon me and He is a very
pres ent help in time of trou ble,
tak ing care of this hour and of
His ser vant at this mo ment, to
save, to rule, to re store, to pro -
tect, to uphold.

There have been times in
your life and mine when we have
been stag gered by events.  But
noth ing has come and noth ing
will come which is greater than
His grace.  He will hear us and
He will de fend us.  He will help
us and He will strengthen us ev -
ery day, all the way.  He has been
with us in the past.  He is with us
at the pres ent mo ment and, what -
ever is be fore us, we have the
blessed as sur ance that He will
never leave us (Ed. BUT we have 
a ‘freed will/free choice’ as be -
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liev ers and can FALL AWAY from HIM!) nor for sake us
and He will never, ever fail us.

The Grace Broadcaster, May – June, 1976.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For our transgressions are multiplied before
thee, and our sins testify against us: for our
transgressions are with us; and as for our

iniquities, we know them.   Isaiah 59:12

This will be the lan guage of all who stand be fore the
Great White Throne of God’s judg ment.  The books will
be opened and the dead will be judged by what is writ ten
in them, ac cord ing to their works.  Un saved friend, then
you will weep as you see your mul ti plied trans gres sions. 
Then your sins will tes tify against you.  You did not trust
in the Lamb of God as your sin-bearer, there fore your sins
will still be with you and on you.  On that ter ri ble day you
will fully know them and you will know God’s wrath
when you could have known His love…!

              Carl Knott

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

OF JESUS CHRIST
The preach ing of the apos tles went forth, and pow er -

fully sounded through the whole world, af ter Christ’s res -
ur rec tion, when he had sent the Holy Ghost.  This mas ter,
the Holy Ghost, worked through the apos tles, and showed
the doc trine of Christ clearly, so that their preach ing pro -
duced more fruit than when Christ preached, as he him self
be fore had de clared, say ing: “He that be liev eth in me,
shall do also the works that I do, and shall do greater than
these.”

Christ by force would not break through with his
preach ing, as he might have done, for he preached so pow -
er fully that the peo ple were as ton ished at his doc trine, but
pro ceeded softly and mildly in re gards to the fa thers, to
whom he was prom ised, and of those that much es teemed
them, to the end he might take away and abol ish the cer e -
mo nial law, to gether with its ser vice and worship.

The Table Talk of Martin Luther, Copyright – 1952 by
The World Publishing Company

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Dear Friend highly esteemed in our Savior, 

You (Ed. Who) are a child of the King of kings and
Lord of lords.  This makes you a Cit i zen of Heaven.  I
know you are aware of that re al ity, but I be lieve it is well

for all of us to be re minded of that act dur ing these un set -
tling days.  Our be loved coun try is in chaos and, be cause
of our ter ri ble na tional in iq uity, will soon come un der the
judg ment of our God.  I know that many be loved Chris tian 
lead ers are call ing and pray ing for na tional re pen tance,
and I com mend them for their call to righ teous ness.  Cer -
tainly our God has the power to bring about re pen tance if
He wills to do so.  How ever, I fear that our na tional re jec -
tion of some of the most ba sic things – such as the sanc tity
of life in the womb, mar riage only be tween a man and a
woman, and what only can be viewed as the moral in san -
ity of our gov ern ment – has taken us beyond the point of
no return.  

As I look care fully out on our world, what co mes to
mind are the words of King Da vid when in the sec ond
Psalm he wrote: “Why do the hea then (na tions) rage (rage 
con veys the idea of in sur rec tion), and the peo ple imag ine
a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set them selves, and
the rul ers take coun sel to gether, against the LORD (the
Fa ther), and against his anointed (the Son), say ing, Let us
break their bands asun der, and cast away their cords from
us” (vv. 1-3).  This is the im ag ery of a rest less an i mal that
breaks its har ness and throws off its yoke.  Men and
women want nei ther the Lord nor His Son to rule over
them.  They want the free dom to do their own thing and be
ac count able to no one, not even their Cre ator.  Such an at -
ti tude is a di rect fron tal at tack against divine Sovereignty.

As King Da vid con cludes his psalm, he pleads with
his read ers with the words, “Kiss the Son, lest he be an gry, 
and ye per ish from the way” (v. 12).  To “Kiss the Son”
means to re vere the Son or pay hom age to the Son.  Men
are to ac knowl edge the Son to be who He ac tu ally is.  Men
and women are to bow the knee, hum ble the heart, and ac -
cept the Son of God as Sav ior and King.  

Our coun try and world are on a col li sion course with
their Cre ator.  Here at Zion’s Hope, (Ed i tor: Morn ing
Glory/HLIF) our cen tral mes sage is of Christ – a liv ing
Sav ior for a dy ing world.  We make no apol ogy to any one
for that mes sage, nor will we com pro mise with cor rupt
gov ern ments or false re li gious teach ers.  

Yours warmly in our Lord’s love and in fi nite grace,
Marv Rosenthal, a Child of the King. 

Zion’s Hope
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A WORLD ON THE 
BRINK OF CHAOS!

What does the Bi ble say?

By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord…”   Psalm 33:12

…If ever there was a need for the Chris tian churches to
wake up and pay at ten tion to the per se cu tion of our broth ers 
and sis ters in Christ, surely that time is to day!  Churches
should be pray ing ev ery Sunday for per se cuted Chris tians
around the world and fi nan cially sup port ing or ga ni za tions,
such as …

It’s All in the Bi ble for Us to Con sider 

Through out the Scrip tures God has given us signs and
de scrip tions of end-time events.  Je sus pointed to the im -
moral and wicked days of Noah to de scribe world con di -
tions im me di ately prior to His re turn.  The Bi ble also points 
to the rise of Is lam in the last days as well as to a world wide
ha tred of Is rael and the Jews.

Dis cern ing Chris tians can not fail to rec og nize the
proph e cies of Ezekiel, Dan iel and Zech a riah re gard ing the
main play ers that will be on the world scene im me di ately
prior to Christ’s re turn, each with an in ex haust ible ap pe tite
to at tack and de stroy Is rael.  These main play ers in clude
Rus sia, Iran, Libya, sev eral Af ri can na tions and Tur key. 
Read ing Ezekiel 38 and 39 to day is much like read ing or
watch ing the morn ing news con cern ing the Mid dle East. 
These na tions are all at the fore front of news re ports con -
cern ing mo men tous events un fold ing to day.

For the past sev eral years Vladi mir Putin has been qui -
etly re build ing Rus sia’s mil i tary in fra struc ture.  To day 
Rus sian and Iran (Per sia) are linked to gether by trea ties and 
trade.  Ezekiel 38 and 39 dis closes how Iran will be come
part of a con fed er a tion of na tions led by Gog of the land of
Magog and Rosh.  Magog is iden ti fied by the first-cen tury
his to rian Josephus as be ing in the area of ex ist ing Is lamic
states that were once part of the old So viet Un ion, while
Rosh is linked by Bi ble schol ars to mod ern-day Rus sia.

Ezekiel de scribed a prince named Gog lead ing a
mighty army from “the re mote part of the north” against Is -
rael.  Proph ecy schol ars have pointed to the fact that the
north ern-most coun try from Is rael is Rus sia.  But as strange
as it may seem, Rus sia is try ing to claim the en tire North
Pole re gion be cause of its oil and gas re serves.  If Rus sia’s
claim is suc cess ful, it will give an en tirely new mean ing to
the Bi ble’s de scrip tion of Gog lead ing an army from “the
re mot est parts of the north.” 

Wars And Ru mors Of Wars 

Not only does the Bi ble iden tify na tions that will be
key play ers in world events prior to the com ing of  Christ,
the Bi ble makes clear that wars and ru mors of wars will ul -
ti mately give rise to the com ing of the Antichrist.  Dur ing
the last 100 years the world has ex pe ri enced wars and de -
struc tion like no other time in his tory.  Even though the
world ex pe ri enced nu clear war at the close of World War II, 
the bombs dropped on Hi ro shima and Na ga saki will pale in
com par i son to war the Book of Rev e la tion de scribes at the
close of the age.

For a long time nu clear weap ons were con trolled by
two coun tries – the United States and Rus sia.  To day the nu -
clear bomb is in the hands of China, In dia, Pa ki stan and
rogue na tions like North Ko rea.  It is a known fact that for
years North Ko rea has been sell ing weap ons and nu clear
tech nol ogy to the high est bid der.  Un less Iran is stopped
soon, nu clear weap ons will soon be not only in their hands
but in the hands of as sorted ter ror ist or ga ni za tions as well.

Mod ern tech nol ogy has brought an other di men sion to
mil i tary ar se nals – cyber war fare.  A cyber at tack could in -
flict heavy dam age or col lapse the in dus trial and fi nan cial
in sti tu tions of even the most pow er ful na tions.  It is spec u -
lated that Is rael and the United States con ducted such a
cyber at tack on Iran’s nu clear in stal la tions in 2013, set ting
their pro gram back at least two years. 

Na tions also fear an EMP at tack, (elec tro-mag netic
pulse) a type of nu clear ex plo sion in the at mo sphere that
would strike sud denly, col laps ing a na tion’s en tire in fra -
struc ture – in dus tries, mil i tary cen ters, house hold elec tri cal
sys tems, wa ter and san i ta tion plants, power sta tions, bank -
ing, etc.  It would take years to re cover from such an at tack. 

The Col lapse Of The World Econ omy 

One stra te gic ter ror ist at tack alone could send the
world’s econ omy into a tail spin.  Add to that the fact that
the US econ omy is be ing ar ti fi cially propped up by the Fed -
eral Re serve’s print ing of bil lions of dol lars.  Such mon e -
tary pol icy can only work so long be fore the whole house of 
cards come crash ing down.  What ever type of eco nomic
col lapse plays out, it will be world wide and cat a strophic.  

The Bi ble warns such events will come upon man kind
with very per sonal con se quences: “Come now, you rich,
weep and howl for your mis er ies which are com ing upon
you.  Your riches have rot ted and your gar ments have be -
come moth-eaten.  Your gold and your sil ver have rusted;
and their rust will be a wit ness against you and will con -
sume your flesh like fire.  It is the last days you have stored
up your trea sure” (James 5:1-3).

It is into the set ting that the Book of Rev e la tion de -
scribes an or der by the Antichrist re quir ing ev ery one to be
given “a mark on their right hand or their fore head in or der
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to buy or sell.”  Rev e la tion 6:6 de scribes how a quart of
wheat will cost a week’s wage, while three quarts of bar ley
will re quire a day’s wage.  The Antichrist will rise to save
the day when the world is in chaos, and des per ate peo ple 
ev ery where will be lieve and fol low him.

Mak ing War On The Saints 

Var i ous Scrip tures make plain that ha tred of Chris tians
will be the norm prior to the com ing of Je sus Christ. 
Through out the West ern world, in clud ing the United States, 
there is a grow ing hos til ity to ward Chris tian ity and the
name of Je sus Christ.  Any pub lic men tion of Je sus Christ
or even the name of God draws an im me di ate vit ri olic re -
sponse.  

In a re cent speech, Pope Fran cis stated that Chris tians
are now fac ing per se cu tion greater than ex isted in the first
cen tury.  John de scribes in Rev e la tion 13 how the
Antichrist will “make war on the saints.”  Dan iel de scribes
the same events in chap ter 7 of his proph ecy.     

A most re veal ing pas sage in Rev e la tion 20 of fers de -
tails about the fa vor ite method of ex e cut ing saints at the
time of Christ’s re turn be ing “beheadings”.  Through out
the cen tu ries Is lam has used this method of ex e cu tion on
their en e mies, and they still use it to day.  The re cent con -
quest of Mosul, Iraq by the ISIS ter ror ists forces in cluded
the kill ing of many Chris tians by beheadings.  Such scenes
have been re ported through out the Mid dle East and in the
heart of Is lamic ter ri tory in Af ri can na tions.  And for what -
ever rea son, the rad i cal jihadists go to great lengths to dis -
play vic tims who were be headed.

God Has The Last Word!

Chris tians need not fear any of these things.  Just read
the Bi ble and you will dis cover —-WE WIN!  Sa tan and all
the forces of evil will soon be crushed un der foot, and our
Lord will gather His own from the four cor ners of the earth
and take us to the home He has pre pared for us.

Excerpt from the article A World on the Brink of Chaos!,
The Vine and Branches, Midsummer, 2014

And God said unto Mo ses, I AM THAT I AM: and he

said, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil dren of Is rael, I

AM hath sent me unto you.  Ex o dus 3:14

God, the “I AM”, is both self-ex is tent and self-suf fi -
cient.  He needs noth ing to be ev ery thing that He in trin si -
cally is.  He is com plete in Him self.  Know ing this, it is a
won der that He who does not need us, in stead wants us!  He 
de sires us to be with Him for eter nity to such an ex tent that
He spared not His Son from the un par al leled suf fer ing of

the cross.  The One who had ev ery thing, gave His best for
earth’s worst.  Through His grace, we are com plete in Him
(Col 2:10) and pos sess ev ery spir i tual bless ing (Eph. 1:3).             
–K. R. Keyser
Of all the gifts thy love be stows, thou Giver of all good,

Not heaven it self a richer knows, than the Re deemer’s
blood.  –W. Cow per 

For such are false apos tles.  
2 Co rin thi ans 11:13a

Paul had been a faith ful teacher to the flock at Cor inth,
yet some how they had be gun to fol low false teach ers. 
Times have not changed.  False apos tles abound to day, just
as they did in Paul’s day.  We can be pro tected against them
by mak ing ev ery ef fort to know the truth of God’s Word. 
Lies be come ob vi ous then.  A greater com mit ment to study -
ing, un der stand ing, and ap ply ing the Scrip tures is a ne ces -
sity.  We also need to re al ize that de cep tion is not only
found in the world but in the church.  Not ev ery thing that
names the name of Christ is of Christ.  Vig i lance is nec es -
sary with ev ery trend and “truth”.  Even within the church.                   
–Nor man Craig Funston 

Ed i tor’s Note:  APOSTASY (Lit er ally ‘fall ing
away’): Don’t think of this so much as in a ‘fu ture tense’,
be cause it is right here now at your ‘front door’ and tak ing
place right now!  AS ‘Tragic’ as this truth is, it should n’t al -
to gether ‘sur prise’ “us”, be cause God’s Eter nal Word tells
‘us’ plainly that in the last days/end times there would be
even many false proph ets; “‘For false christs and false
proph ets will rise and show great signs and won ders to de -
ceive, if pos si ble, even the elect.’” Mat thew 24:24, 11, 4;  
II Tim o thy 3:12 – 17, etc.

Mar tin Lu ther shares, “he that does not fear him self has 
the great est rea son to fear of all”.  Remember Jer e miah 17:9 
for ex am ple.  REMEMBER in the ‘Up per Room’ where
JESUS in sti tuted the Sac ra ment of the Lord’s Sup per; that
when JESUS said one of you will ‘be tray Me’, ba si cally in
one ac cord the dis ci ples asked, “Lord, is it I”?

“‘But he who en dures to the end shall be saved.’”
Mat thew 24:13

Let us go forth there fore unto him with out the
camp, bear ing his re proach.  He brews 13:13

“Our Sav iour was cru ci fied out side the city wall of Je -
ru sa lem – out side the camp.  We, born again be liev ers, re -
deemed by the pre cious blood of the Lord Je sus, should
seek our place here too.  Set apart from the world’s re li gion,
pol i tics, en ter tain ments and al lure ments.”

             E. MacLelland 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

GOD’s DWELLING PLACE
“‘For I am the LORD, I do not change;” — “Je sus Christ is the same, yes ter day, to day, and 

for ever.”  (Malachi 3:6a & He brews 13:8)

1.  God’s Ta ber na cle
Just briefly let us look at God’s Ta ber na cle in the Old 

Tes ta ment, al though it most cer tainly is wor thy of a 
‘thor ough’ med i ta tion.  
No tice how ‘de tailed’ the ‘Ar chi tect’ gives in struc -

tion to the build ing and car ry ing for the same.  Es pe -
cially ‘in struc tions’ how a Wor ship Ser vice was to be
con ducted.  God goes into min ute ‘de tails’ for the ‘be -
liever’ in the Old Tes ta ment.  

As YOU search the ‘Scrip tures’, please no tice some
of the ‘fur ni ture’, like the ‘al ter’, Can dle-light, the vail,
the Ark of the Cov e nant and what was in side of the
same, what the cover of the ‘Ark of the Cov e nant’ was
called: (Mercy Seat)  AND who was to en ter be yond the
‘Vail’ with WHAT?  

Then no tice how the (Ta ber na cle) - ‘Ark of the Cov -
e nant’ was to be trans ported and by whom!

ONE of GOD’S names is HOLY and HE is HOLY
and so HE al ways will be HOLY!

2. God’s Tem ple
Much more per ma nent, but in struc tions pretty well

stayed the same as we find in Ex o dus 26-27, 35-38.
One def i ni tion of word tem ple is “A build ing re -

served for a highly val ued func tion.” (As I un der stand it
‘lit er ally means God’s Dwell ing Place)!  Now don’t
come to any def i nite con clu sion yet with the in for ma tion 
writ ten thus far in this Ed i to rial.

3.  Church Build ing 
“And He (Je sus) said to them, ‘It is writ ten, ‘’My

house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have
made it a ‘den of thieves.’” Mat thew 21:13, Mark 11:17, 
Luke 19:46.  

WHEN God speaks about en ter ing into your ‘prayer 
closet/room), HE is tell ing ‘us’ to seek of HIM many
‘good ies’ in your ‘pan try/store house.  

You see ‘heaven’ is laden with ‘bless ings’ that we as
‘for given’ sin ners fail to re ally be gin to tap!  Can you
imag ine a beg gar (mercy) ask ing the king for a ‘meal’
and the King gra ciously in vites ‘him’ to a ‘ban quet’ and
the ‘beg gar’ only asks for a ‘bowl of broth’; BUT with
grat i tude and THANKSGIVING?

Al though no tice in Mark 11:17 & Luke 19:46 that
‘they’ have made it a ‘den of thieves’!  AND then likely
you and I ‘won der’ what has gone “wrong” with ‘our’
church, com mu nity, state, Na tion!

IN DIVINE LOVE(AS ALWAYS IN DIVINE
LOVE) JESUS cleansed the ‘tem ple’ TWICE in the
New Tes ta ment.

Mar tin Lu ther speaks of the BIBLE as a closed
‘book’ un less we are will ing to deal with SIN!

To day the ‘Chris tian church’ has be come a place of
En ter tain ment, Ac tiv i ties, Sup pers, Emo tions, etc. but
where is the ‘up per room/PRAYER MEETING; which
was likely (trag i cally) the ‘first’ to leave/pushed-out of
the con gre ga tion’s pro grams.

I am re minded of the story of a Ro man Cath o lic Of -
fi cial show ing to a Chris tian how well the church/con -
gre ga tion was do ing fi nan cially.  And the Chris tian had
to ac knowl edge that was true but said: “nei ther can you
say ‘in the name of Je sus Christ of Naz a reth, rise up and
walk.’” Acts 3:6a.

Oc ca sion ally I hear that the ‘mes sage’ is okay, but
there seems to be some thing miss ing: could it be the
‘Anoint ing of the Holy Spirit’; that be cause of want ing
to please the peo ple (pop u lar/false love/num bers that the 
Holy Spirit is ‘grieved/quenched’)?  Me chan ics are OK,
but Je sus is on the out side seek ing for re-ad mit tance.

In a sense the church build ing is built upon ‘holy
ground’ as our fore-fa thers prayed, sweat, sac ri ficed,
over this par cel of ground and la bored dil i gently to build 
the build ing as a ‘house of prayer’.

Years ago, I will ‘re mem ber’ the late Pas tor A. E.
Windahl stat ing so very clearly that a lot of ‘clergy’
would stay with the lib eral Lu theran merger(s) be cause
of Po si tion, Pres tige and Pen sion!  To day there are so
many ‘ser mons’ that lack In spi ra tion, be cause of lack of
per spi ra tion, in prep a ra tion for pre sen ta tion.

To day we have a New Cov e nant (New Tes ta ment)
from God; but keep in mind that Christ did not come to
de stroy/de struct the LAW, but ful fill it in our be half.  So
He did not change His Mind, but gave us (Grace) to a
Better Cov e nant!  Thank God for the priv i lege of liv ing
on this side of CALVARY and there still is a ‘High
Priest’ in our be half and a ‘Mercy Seat’ (Throne of
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GRACE).
When we think of the tem po ral build ing that we of -

ten call ‘church’, the up-keep/main te nance of the same
does ‘re flect’ (to a cer tain de gree) our re spect/at ti -
tude/Rev er ence to ward our Holy God!  

Al most in its’ en tirety when the Bi ble speaks of
‘church’, it is speak ing of the ‘called-out one’: Those
that are spe cif i cally un der the Blood of the cru ci fied and
risen ONE and know JESUS as their per sonal sav ior!

4.  You are the Tem ple of GOD
“Or do you not know that your body is the tem ple of

the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a
price; there fore glo rify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s” 1 Co rin thi ans 6:19-20 & II Co -
rin thi ans 3:17-18, 6:11-18 Isa iah 51:1a, & chap ter 58. 
“For thus says the High and Lofty One who in hab its
eter nity, ‘whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and
holy place, With him who has a con trite and hum ble
spirit, To re vive the spirit of the hum ble, And to re vive the 
heart of the con trite ones’” Isa iah 57:15.  (The word
“Al tar” means ‘kill ing place’).

As we talk about the Bib li cal church – ‘called out
ones’ – as we gather ‘to gether’ in ‘one ac cord’; GOD has 
prom ised spe cial bless ings for the same.

As I men tioned just a lit tle bit ago ‘our’ re flec tion to -
wards an ‘earthly build ing’; even so much more our
phys i cal body which the third Per son of our Holy Trin ity 
dwells. Our ‘eter nal be ing/Soul’ is in this phys i cal body
which will live FOREVER in ei ther Heaven OR Hell –
the ‘real’ YOU.  Even though this phys i cal body will one 
day re turn unto ‘dust’, the YOU will carry on!  Even
though the Holy Spirit does not dwell in ‘tem ples/ta ber -
na cles made with ‘hands’ (Acts 7:48); YET saved sin -
ners, by faith know the re al ity of II Co rin thi ans 5:1-11.
So in re al ity how do you care for/use/ or abuse this
‘dwell ing place’ of the Holy Spirit?  For ex am ple: Are
you the mas ter of your work or is work the ‘mas ter’ of
you?  En ter tain ment?  Life-style?  ETC.?     

God in tends that the ‘church’ should be a ‘feed -
ing/re fresh ing’ sta tion for hun gry, down trod den weary
‘pil grims/strang ers’ in this pres ent world – ALSO ad mo -
ni tion, ed i fy ing and warn ing.  (Psalm 133:1, He brews
10:19-25, etc. – wher ever 2 or 3 are gath ered “In His
Name” For ex am ple ‘church in thy house’).  The church
should be like a ‘city of ref uge’ OR an Oasis in a bar ren
desert.   For ex am ple: “‘serv ing the Lord will all hu mil -
ity, with many tears and tri als which hap pened to me by 
the plot ting of the Jews; how I kept back noth ing that
was help ful, but pro claimed it to you, and taught you

pub licly and from house to house, tes ti fy ing to Jews,
and also to Greeks, re pen tance to ward God and faith
to ward our Lord Je sus Christ.’” “’For I have not
shunned to de clare to you the whole coun sel of God.’” 
“There fore watch, and re mem ber that for three years I
did not cease to warn ev ery one night and day with
tears.  So now, breth ren, I com mend you to God to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an in her i tance among all those who are sanc -
ti fied.’” Acts 20:19-21, 27, 31-32.  Much ‘better’ to be
fore-warned than to be ‘caught’ un pre pared by sur prise!

JESUS tells ‘us’ be liev ers “Oc cupy till I Come”
which is a priv i lege/chal lenge/com mis sion/re spon si bil -
ity and com mand!  So in the ‘wait ing pe riod’ as fel low
‘team mates’ we are to keep in mind/prac tice that ‘we’
live in a sin ful world as for eign ers/pil grims and strang -
ers.  THUS as ‘am bas sa dors’ (II Co rin thi ans 5:14-21,
Romans 1:14-16) we NEED to watch ‘our’ be hav ior, at -
tire, con duct, words, etc.; for He states ‘be ye holy as I
AM ‘holy’.  The only way we can be ‘holy’ in this sin ful
world is to be IN Christ Je sus (His Righ teous ness) con -
stantly un der the BLOOD OF THE CRUCIFIED AND
RISEN ONE WHO IS COMING AGAIN!

In the mean time we are to for get the past (Phil.
3:12-16) look ing unto JESUS as the Au thor and Fin -
isher’ of the FAITH and unto an Eter nal City whose
builder and Maker is GOD!  Noth ing un clean, un holy,
sin ful will EVER en ter therein, only ‘sin ners’ washed in
the BLOOD of Je sus as for given sin ners –  Rev e la tion
4:8b And they do not rest day or night, say ing, ”Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Al mighty, Who was and is and
is to come!’”

ALSO
Rev e la tion 20: 9 – 14, 20:11-15 & 22:6 – 20.

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Al mighty!
Early in the morn ing our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, holy, holy!  Mer ci ful and mighty!
God in Three Per sons, blessed Trin ity!

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee!
Cast ing down their golden crows
Around the glassy sea; 
Cher u bim and ser a phim, fall ing down be fore Thee, 
Which wert, and art, and 
Ever-more shall be. 

Con cordia Hymn #232



From Our Fellowship Circle

D. S. Frederic, WI
May our Lord Bless your won der ful work!

E. L. Fergus Falls, MN
En closed please find a check for the amount of $...

“As the Fa ther loved Me, I also have loved you;”…John
15:9.

With bless ings!

C. J. K. Roland, IA
Thanks for the ex cel lent thought-pro vok ing ar ti cles in the
Morn ing Glory.  I read them and share them with oth ers. 
(Ed. Great idea and also serv ing in the Lord’s King dom
Work).  

En closed is a check to help the Morn ing Glory Min is try
con tinue.   

Ed i tor’s Note:  It sure would be ‘great’ to hear from YOU
(Briefly) of what Je sus/His Word is do ing in your ‘life’
and could be sent on for hun dreds of our ‘read ers’ to be
blest and chal lenged by it AND through it all ‘our’ risen
Sav ior would be glo ri fied!  Will YOU?

You Can’t Please Ev ery one 

By Ted Camp 

There will al ways be some crit ics you just can not
please.   A critic is some one who is in clined to ex am ine,
judge crit i cally or find faults.  Do you know some crit ics?

Af ter a ser mon on spir i tual gifts, one woman said to
the pas tor, “My gift is crit i cism.”  He quickly agreed.

A pas tor said to a dea con, “Just once I wish you would 
say some thing pos i tive.”  The dea con said, “Well, I am
pos i tive that it will not work.”

Crit ics seem to fo cus on miss-spelled words, bad
gram mar, long ser mons, prob lems, or peo ple.  They miss
the ma jor bless ings as they fo cus on mi nor prob lems.  The
Lord did not please the crit i cal scribes, law yers, priests,
and Phar i sees; but He did please God (Mark 1:11).

An Ae sop’s fa ble tells of an old man and his son
bring ing a don key to mar ket.  Pass ing some peo ple, they
hear a re mark.  “Look at that silly pair, walk ing when they
could be rid ing.”

The idea seemed sen si ble, so the old man and the boy
mounted the don key.  Soon they passed an other group,

and some one said, “Look at that lazy pair, break ing the
back of that poor don key.” 

The old man slid off but soon heard crit i cism from a
pass erby: “What a ter ri ble thing, this old man rid ing and
mak ing the lit tle boy walk.”

The old man and the boy fi nally con tin ued their jour -
ney car ry ing the don key on a pole be tween them.  As they
crossed the bridge, the don key broke loose, fell into the
river and drowned.

Ae sop’s moral: You can’t please ev ery one.  
What do you do with crit i cism?  You should con sider

the source and pur pose of crit i cism.  Some crit i cism can be 
harm ful, but some can be help ful, and you can learn from
all crit i cism.  

It is said that con struc tive crit i cism is when I cor rect
you; de struc tive crit i cism is when you cor rect me  There
are times I need crit i cism from board mem bers, preach ers
and friends; but most of all I need  it from my wife and the
Lord. 

Words of wis dom on crit i cism: “If it’s un true, dis re -
gard it; if it’s un fair, keep from ir ri ta tion; if it’s ig no rant, 
smile; if it’s jus ti fied, learn from it.

Let the Lord be your pri mary critic.  Learn to trust in
the Lord as He di rects your ways and paths (Prov. 3:6). 
When He says to stop and you con tinue, you will be in the
flesh.  When He says to start and you hes i tate, you will be
in doubt.  

Wis dom is know ing the dif fer ence.  We will be wise to 
learn that we can not please ev ery one, but we can please
God.

The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: Some read ers might think the Morn ing
Glory and the HLIF min is try is ‘crit i cal’; but by the
GRACE of God ‘we’ seek first of all to be found ‘faith ful’
unto ‘our’ Sav ior and Lord; then face ‘facts’ in prin ci ples
and not per son al i ties; but prac tices.   

In or der for a pi ano teacher/Sports Coach, etc. be a true in -
struc tor/leader, they have to point out er ror/wrong first
(con struc tive crit i cism) of all and then the ‘an swer’ –  cor -
rec tive guid ance. 

“‘Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For
so did their fa thers to the false proph ets.’”  Luke 6:26.
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

War on Real Christianity Spreading, U.S. 
Seen as Chief Facilitator 

In Jan u ary this year (2014), the Pew Re search Cen ter
(PRC) –a pres ti gious think tank based in Wash ing ton, D.
C. (which pro vides in for ma tion on so cial is sues and de -
mo graphic trends shap ing the world) – pub lished its re -
port, “Re li gious Hos til i ties Reach Six-Year High.”

In this im por tant doc u ment, the world wide pub -
lic-opin ion sur vey ors chron i cled the steady growth of re li -
gious per se cu tion around the world and found that so cial
hos til i ties in volv ing re li gion are cur rently most fre quently 
di rected against peo ple of Christian faith…

Be sides the Mid dle East, the Pew find ings de tail an
es ca la tion in the United States from the low est  cat e gory
of gov ern ment re stric tions on Chris tian ex pres sion as of
mid-2009 to an ad vanced cat e gory in only three years,
where it ap pears poised to con tinue up ward at this  time…
Na tional Re view On line posted a crit i cal  re view by Ray -
mond Ibrahim, a Shillman fel low at the Da vid Horowitz
Free dom Cen ter, who cites the 2014 World Watch List
(which ranks the fifty na tions where Chris tians are most
per se cuted) de ter mined that the U.S. has be come “the
chief fa cil i ta tor of the per se cu tion of Chris tians around the 
world to day.”  While Ibrahim’s as ser tion mostly re flects
Amer i can in volve ment in for eign con flicts, ex am ples of
re pres sion in the U.S. against peo ple of Chris tian faith are
grow ing.

Christian Newswire

Ed i tor’s Note: MARVEL NOT!!!  Mat thew 10:22,
24:9, Luke 6:22, John 7:7, 15:18.  “’Blessed are you when
they re vile and per se cute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake.  Re joice and be ex ceed -
ingly glad, for great is your re ward in heaven, for so they
per se cuted the proph ets who were be fore you.’”  Mat thew 
5:11-12.

Beer Company Uses Great Hymn in
Commercial 

The com mer cial is de signed to honor Amer i can mil i -
tary, but Monica Cole of One Mil lion Moms points out the 
trou bling as pect of it. 

“Guinness beer has a new com mer cial air ing where
the back ground mu sic is a pop u lar gos pel hymn, ‘Lean ing
on the Ev er last ing Arms,’” she ex plains, “Cur rently, One
Mil lion Moms is con tact ing Guinness beer ask ing them

…not use Chris tian hymns to sell beer.”
Since there is a mil i tary theme, Guinness could have

cho sen mu sic as so ci ated with the mil i tary or even cre ated
its own orig i nal in stru men tal.  There is lit tle ra tio nale for
their choice of a song strictly as so ci ated with Christianity.

…She says, “The ad does not have the lyr ics of the
song, but be cause of its pop u lar ity any one could rec og -
nize the hymn.’

Charlie Butts for OneNewsNow.com

March for Marriage Brings Crowd to
Washington, D.C. 

Who ever said the mar riage de bate was over must not
have been any where near the U.S. Cap i tal (on June 19). 
Af ter months of hear ing the courts’ opin ion on mar riage,
…  Amer ica heard from the vot ers those courts tram pled.  
Thou sands of peo ple from states all across the coun try de -
scended on Wash ing ton, D.C., to show the na tion that we
care about pro tect ing mar riage and will do any thing to
stand up and fight for it  Pro-fam ily groups…gath ered on
the lawn of the most pow er ful Con gress in the world and
sent one re sound ing mes sage; the fight for marriage is not
over.  

More than 150 buses, filled with mar riage sup port ers
the me dia in sists do not ex ist, cheered through the pas -
sion ate speeches of Re pub li cans and Dem o crats, blacks
and His pan ics, and the young and old – all united in the
be lief that mar riage is “our very na ture. No law can
change it.”

Family Research Council

Secretary of State John Kerry

Said:  “Con front ing Cli mate Change is a ‘A Duty/Re -
spon si bil ity Laid Down in Scrip tures.’” (Min ute man
News – 9/4/14)  He also stated: “… that more over be cause 
Mus lim Coun tries are some of the Poor est, it is also our
duty to pro tect them from Cli mate change.” (Ea gle Ris ing
– 9/5/14).

Cable TV’s Black Jesus Nothing Less
Than Blasphemy 

On Au gust 7, the Adult Swim Net work (be gan) air ing a 
new se ries called Black Je sus.  In this se ries, Je sus is por -
trayed as a mod ern black Cal i for nian, dressed in New Tes -
ta ment clothes, who spreads peace and love around town. 
In the movie trailer, Je sus gets hit by a car and uses bad
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lan guage, high fives peo ple he meets on the street, gets hit
by a woman and knocked down on the street, and tries to
rea son with peo ple in a co me dic fash ion.  The movie is
one of the worst ex am ples of dis re spect seen on tele vi sion, 
por tray ing Je sus in ways that are noth ing short of blas phe -
mous.              Dr. Ron Baity, RETURN AMERICA

Ed i tor’s Com ments: The Adult Swim Net work is a
sub sid iary of the Turner Broad cast ing Sys tem.  

Sword of the Lord

News Briefs 

France (has) banned pro-Pal es tin ian ter ror pro tests
and lev eled stiff pen al ties for vi o la tors.  Now, word is that
France is open ing up their bor ders for asy lum to Chris -
tians suf fer ing per se cu tion from Islamists in Iraq.  “We are 
pro vid ing aid to dis placed peo ple flee ing from the threats
of Is lamic State…” said France’s for eign and in te rior min -
is ters.

barbwire.com 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Taking the First Step
A pas tor was speak ing with a re li gious man af ter a

gos pel ser vice.  The man said, “I do not see any ne ces sity
for the blood of Christ in my sal va tion.  I be lieve I can be
saved with out all that talk about the blood.”

The preacher said, “Very well.  How then do you in -
tend to be saved?”

“Why, sim ply by fol low ing Je sus’ ex am ple.  That is
all any one must do.”

The pas tor re plied, “Then you pro pose to fol low the
ex am ple of Christ and be lieve that will lead you to
Heaven.  In other words, you are just go ing to fol low in the 
steps of Jesus.”

“That is what I in tend to do.”
“Well, can you take the first step?’
“What is that?”
The man of God said, “The Bi ble tells us the fol low -

ing con cern ing the Lord Je sus Christ: “Who did no sin,
nei ther was guile found in his mouth’ (1 Pet. 2:22).  I sup -
pose that you can say the same about your self, that you
have done no sin.”

The man re plied, “Well, I can not say that.  I have
sinned some-times.”

“In that case, you need a Sav iour, not an ex am ple.”
Yes, ev ery one needs a Sav iour!  There is none righ -

teous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10).  Maybe you are con sid -
ered a “per son,” but the fact re mains that you are a sin ner. 

“All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (vs. 
23).  No one is good enough!

You need a Sav iour.  You need some one to pay for
your sins.  That is what Christ did two thou sand years ago.  
God says, “With out shed ding of blood is no re mis sion”
(Heb. 9:22); and “Ex cept ye re pent, ye shall all like wise
per ish” (Luke 13:3).  God has made it very sim ple: “Be -
lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”
(Acts 16:31).

Selected 

Moody’s In vi ta tion to
a Sa loon (Tav ern) Open ing 

They were go ing to have a great cel e bra tion at the
open ing of a sa loon (Tav ern) and bil liard hall in the north -
ern part of Chi cago where I lived.  It was to be a gate way
to death and to Hell, one of the worst places in Chicago.

As a joke they sent me an in vi ta tion to go to the open -
ing.  I took the in vi ta tion and went down and saw the two
men who had the sa loon, and I said, “Is that a gen u ine in -
vi ta tion?”

They said it was.
“Thank you,” I said; “I will be around, and if there is

any thing here I don’t like I may have some thing to say
about it.”

They said, “You are not go ing to preach, are you?”
“We don’t want you.  We won’t let you in.”
“How are you go ing to keep me out?”  I asked.  “There 

is the in vi ta tion.”
“We will put a po lice man at the door.”
“What is the po lice man go ing to do with that in vi ta -

tion?”
“We won’t let you in.
Well,” I said, “I will be there.”  
I gave them a good scare and then I said, “I will com -

pro mise the mat ter; if you two men will get down here and
let me pray with you, I will let you off.”  

I got those two rum sell ers down on their knees, one
on one side of me and the other on the other side, and I
prayed God to save their souls and smite their busi ness. 
One of them had a Chris tian mother, and he seemed to
have some con science left.

Af ter I had prayed I said, “How can you do this busi -
ness?  How can you throw this place open to ruin the
young men of Chi cago?”

Within three months the whole thing smashed up, and
one of them was con verted shortly af ter ward.  I have never 
been in vited to a sa loon since.                               –D. L. Moody

10



Crowns for the Saints
Paul S. Rees 

There is a crown ing day com ing by and by.  The saints 
of God are not in the ma jor ity at the pres ent.  They are in
the mi nor ity, a very small mi nor ity.  They are not even
con sid ered se ri ously to day.  May the house hold of faith be 
en cour aged by the words of our Lord who said, “Fear not, 
lit tle flock; for it is your Fa ther’s good plea sure to give
you the king dom” (Luke 12:32).  

Crowns, in the New Tes ta ment, are sym bols of re -
wards ex tended to be liev ers for faith ful ser vice to their
Lord.  We learn from the clos ing book of the New Tes ta -
ment that the saints tri um phant place their crowns at the
feet of the Lord.  May we have crowns, many crowns, to
place at His feet in that day. 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Who will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth.

1 Tim o thy 2:4

Here we have a glimpse of the ex pan sive ness of the
heart of God – that all men should be saved.  There is no
one on the face of the earth, how ever dis tant from God,
who is be yond the pale of the great sal va tion that God of -
fers.  (Ed. There is such a thing as ‘hard en ing of the heart’
so long that EVEN GOD gives up).  Sir Rob ert An der son
wrote “There is no de cep tion in it.  If for give ness is
preached to all, it is be cause all may share it …. it is im -
pos si ble that elec tion can ever limit the value of the death
of Christ, or the power of that name to save and bless.” 
May we con tinue, in ac cord with the mind of God, to
preach the “who so ever’ Gos pel, and to have the ex pec ta -
tion that anyone hear ing it can be saved.        W. H. Bur nett 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Just Shall Live by Faith 

“Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not
upright in him: but the just shall live by faith.” 

Habakkuk 2:4

This great prin ci ple – “the just shall live by faith”  —
was the Scrip ture that so in flamed the soul of Mar tin Lu -
ther that it be came the watch word of the Ref or ma tion.  It
oc curs first here in the small proph ecy of Habakkuk, but is 
then quoted three times in the New Tes ta ment.  The term
“just,” of course, means “jus ti fied” or “righ teous.”  God

says a per son is en abled to live righ teously by his faith.  
The na ture of this faith is clar i fied by three quo ta tions.  

The first is Romans 1:17: “For therein is the righ teous -
ness of God re vealed from faith to faith: as it is writ ten,
‘The just shall live by faith.’”   The phrase “from faith to
faith” means “from the be gin ning of faith to the end of
faith,” and the con text in di cates that the foun da tional item
of faith is faith in “his eter nal power and God head,” which 
“from the cre ation of the world  are clearly seen” (Romans 
1:20).  

Sim i larly, in the last oc cur rence: “Now the just shall
live by faith; but if any man draw back, my soul shall have
no plea sure in him” (He brews 10:38).  Then the writer
notes that the ba sic tenet of faith is spe cial cre ation:
“Through faith we un der stand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do ap pear” (He brews
11:3).  

The mid dle oc cur rence is Galatians 3:11:  “But that
no man is jus ti fied by the law in the sight of God, it is ev i -
dent: for, The just shall live by faith.”  Paul’s lengthy ex -
pla na tion to the Galatian legalists be gins with Galatians
2:16: “Even we have be lieved in Je sus Christ, that we
might be jus ti fied by the faith of Christ.”

Thus, jus ti fy ing, sav ing, liv ing faith be gins and cen -
ters in Je sus Christ, first as Cre ator of all things, then as
the Sav ior who “hath re deemed us from the curse of the
law” (Galatians 3:13).      Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, by Institute for Research, Copyright –
2013.  Permission granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: A be liev er’s (spir i tu ally) JUST -
IFICATION takes place in Heaven and God is the
Justifier!   

From Mar tin Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism Ex plained:
What is Jus ti fi ca tion?  Jus ti fi ca tion is the gra cious act of
God whereby He for Christ’s sake ac quits a re pen tant and
be liev ing sin ner of his sin and guilt and looks upon him, in 
Christ, as though he had never sinned.   

2 Cor. 5:21.  Him who knew no sin he made to be sin 
on our be half; that we might be come the righ teous ness
of God in Him.

Rom. 3:24.  (They are) jus ti fied freely by his grace
through the re demp tion that is in Christ Je sus.”

“But to him who does not work but be lieves on Him
who jus ti fies the un godly, his faith is ac counted (cred ited)
for righ teous ness.” Romans 4:5.  “THE JUST SHALL
LIVE BY FAITH.” Rom. 1:17b.  Also Ephe sians 2:8-9,
He brews 11:1, 6 – 10.  
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Shaking
In these days when em pires, na tions, in sti tu tions,

churches, homes and pas tors are be ing shaken as never be -
fore, thank God for His prom ise that His chil dren have some
things which can not be shaken.  God’s Word says, “And this
word, Yet once more, signifieth the re mov ing of those things
that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things
which can not be shaken may re main (Heb. 12:28).

In these days when a ver i ta ble tidal wave of un cer tainty 
and dis il lu sion ment is sweep ing many to the brink of de -
spair, no true be liever has cause for alarm; for we rest se -
cure on His Word which says, “Nev er the less the foun da tion 
of God standeth sure, hav ing this seal, ‘The Lord knoweth
them that are His.”  Fur ther more, be liev ers who obey the
Word will heed God’s clear com mand, “And, Let ev ery one
that nameth the name of Christ de part from in iq uity” (2
Tim o thy 2:19).  And when God’s com mands are obeyed to
“come out” and “be sep a rate” and “touch not the un clean
thing,” we ex pe ri ence the very fa therly at ten tion of the
Lord Al mighty (2 Cor. 6:17-18).

This old world is in deed go ing through a shak ing pro -
cess.  Were it not for the Scrip tures which fore warn us of
what to ex pect in the last days, it would be im pos si ble to find
a log i cal an swer for what is hap pen ing be fore our very eyes.

Where are the churches that will take a stand for the truth 
and against er ror to day?  Where are the pas tors who will dare 
to warn their peo ple about all the dan gers so prev a lent in the
world and pro fess ing church to day?  Yes, it of ten costs
dearly to take a scrip tural stand in a day of apos tasy and com -
pro mise, but fail ure to obey God brings even more se ri ous
con se quences.  Those who do not want to be shaken by all
the de cep tive, Sa tanic forces at work must stand fast and, like 
the dear apos tle Paul, say, “None of these things move me”
(Acts 20:24).  God has given us “a king dom which can not be 
moved.”  There fore, “Let us hold fast the pro fes sion of our
faith with out wa ver ing; (for He is faith ful that prom ised)”
(Heb. 10:23). –  Pas tor M. H. Reynolds, Jr. 

Taken from Foundation, by Fundamental Evangelistic
Association, Copyright – 2006, Telephone (559) 438-0080,   

Permission Granted.

His tor i cal Doc u ments Re gard ing the Amer -
i can Tra di tions of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving of the Pil grims in 1621…
“In the name of God, Amen.  We, whose names are un -

der writ ten, the Loyal Sub jects of our dread Sov er eign Lord,
King James, by the Grace of God, of Eng land, France and
Ire land, King, De fender of the Faith, etc.

Hav ing un der taken for the Glory of God, and Ad vance -

ment of the Chris tian Faith, and the Hon our of our King and
Coun try, a voy age to plant the first col ony in the north ern
parts of Vir ginia; do by these pres ents, sol emnly and mu tu -
ally in the Pres ence of God and one of an other, cov e nant and
com bine our selves to gether into a civil Body Pol i tick, for our 
better Or der ing and Pres er va tion and Fur ther ance of the
Ends afore said; And by Vir tue hereof en act, con sti tute and
frame, such just and equal Laws, Or di nances, Acts, Con sti tu -
tions and Of fices, from time to time, as shall be thought most
meet and con ve nient for the Gen eral good of the Col ony;
unto which we prom ise all due sub mis sion and obe di ence.

In Wit ness whereof we have here unto sub scribed our
names at Cape Cod the elev enth of No vem ber, in the Reign
of our Sov er eign Lord, King James of Eng land, France and
Ire land, the eigh teenth, and of Scot land the fifty-fourth. 
Anno Do mini, 1620.” — The May flower Com pact, No vem -
ber 11, 1620

Our corn (i.e. wheat) did prove well, and God be praised, 
we had a good in crease of In dian corn, and our bar ley in dif -
fer ent good, but our peas not worth the gath er ing, for we
feared they were too late sown.  They came up very well, and 
blos somed, but the sun parched them in the blos som.  Our
har vest be ing got ten in, our gov er nor sent four men on fowl -
ing, that so we might af ter a spe cial man ner re joice to gether
af ter we had gath ered the fruit of our la bors.  They four in
one day killed as much fowl, as, with a lit tle help be side
served the com pany al most a week.  At which time, amongst
other rec re ations, we ex er cised our arms, many of the In di -
ans com ing amongst us, and among the rest their great est
king Massasoit, with some ninety men whom for three days
we en ter tained and feasted, and they went out and killed five
deer, which they brought to the plan ta tion and be stowed on
our gov er nor, and upon the cap tain and oth ers.  And al though 
it be not al ways so plen ti ful as it was at this time with us, yet
by the good ness of God, we are so far from want that we of -
ten wish you par tak ers of our plenty. – Ed ward Wins low De -
cem ber 21, 1621.

The First Na tional Proc la ma tion of Thanksgiving was
given by the Con ti nen tal Con gress in 1777

FOR AS MUCH as it is the in dis pens able Duty of all
Men to adore the su per in tend ing Prov i dence of Al mighty
God, to ac knowl edge with Grat i tude their Ob li ga tion to him
for Ben e fits re ceived, and to im plore such far ther Bless ings as
they stand in Need of: And it hav ing pleased him in his abun -
dant Mercy, not only to con tinue to us the in nu mer a ble Boun -
ties of his com mon Prov i dence; but also to smile upon us in
the Pros e cu tion of a just and nec es sary War, for the De fense
and Es tab lish ment of our un alien able Rights and Lib er ties;
par tic u larly in that he hath been pleased, in so great a Mea sure, 
to pros per the Means used for the Sup port of our Troops, and
to crown our Arms with most sig nal suc cess. – Selected
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Thanksgiving Pardon
Read: 1 John 1:1-10

The blood of Jesus Christ (God’s) Son cleanses 
us from all sin  1 John 1:7

Each year at the end of No vem ber, the Pres i dent of the 
United States is sues an of fi cial par don for the Na tional
Thanksgiving Tur key.  Dur ing this light hearted cer e mony, 
one pres i dent re marked: “Our guest of honor looks a lit tle
ner vous.  No body’s told him yet that I’m go ing to give
him a par don.”  The poor tur key had a good rea son to be
un easy – with out an ac quit tal, he was doomed to be
Thanksgiving din ner.

We are in a sim i lar sit u a tion when it co mes to our sin. 
With out God’s par don, we’re on our way to cer tain de -
mise.  This con di tion is a di rect re sult of our own wrong -
do ing.  The Bi ble says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom.
6:23).  How ever, we can be set free from this death sen -
tence be cause God’s Son bore our sin in his body on the
cross, “that we, hav ing died to sins, might live for righ -
teous ness – by whose stripes you were healed” (1 Pe ter
2:34).  First John 1:7 tells us that Je sus’ blood “cleanses
us from all sin.”

We can ac cept God’s par don for our sin and re ceive
eter nal life when we con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord and
be lieve that God raised Him from the dead (Rom. 10:9). 
To day, con sider how you will re spond to God’s of fer of
for give ness.       Jennifer Benson Schuldt 

Par don for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear pres ence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for to day and bright hope for to mor row –
Bless ings all mine, with ten thou sand be side!  —

Chis holm 

Through faith in Christ, We re ceive God’s par don
and es cape sin’s pen alty.

Our Daily Bread, RBC Ministries, Copyright – 2011;
Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Through God we shall do val iantly; for he it
is that shall tread down our en e mies.”  Psa. 60:12

Let us sing though fierce temp ta tion 
Threaten hard to bear us down; 
For the Lord, our strong sal va tion,
Holds in view the con queror’s crown.
He that washed us in his blood
Soon will bring us home to God.

“Thanks be to God, which giv eth us the vic tory,
through our Lord Je sus Christ”   1 Cor. 15:57

ONE MAN AND GOD

F. W. H. Myers 

Mar tin Lu ther stood be fore the diet of Worms. 
Against him were the pow ers of a great but cor rupt church
sup ported by the state, one man against the world.  Yet, not 
so.  It was one man and GOD against the world, and to -
gether they won a great vic tory for the Gos pel.

“How long go ye limp ing be tween the two sides?”
asked Eli jah of the peo ple.  He had no pa tience with such
in de ci sion.  There was noth ing half-hearted about him. 
He was a man wholly given up to God.  That is why God
stood by him.  The weak and wa ver ing soul that trims his
sail to the pre vail ing wind will never have God as his ally. 
It is only to those who are all out for God who have His
power rest ing upon them.  We should ask God to give us
the spirit of com plete de vo tion to Him, the spirit of Eli jah,
of Paul, of Lu ther, the spirit that cries:

Yea, with one voice, O world, thou deniest, 
Stand thou on that side for on this am I.

Selected.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

But the tongue can no man tame; it is an un -
ruly evil, full of deadly poi son.   James 3:8

To day I drove along side a river.  It was calm and still,
me an der ing on to wards the har bor.  And yet, in a dif fer ent
sea son that same river can be come a tor rent, burst ing its
banks, caus ing de struc tion, drag ging trees and an i mals
with it.  How like our tongue.  We can speak words that
soothe and bring com fort and then de stroy some one with
our next breath.  It ought not to be so but it is a sad re al ity. 
May the Lord help us to think be fore we speak.

             Janet Flem ing

Words thy are pow er ful, words can cause pain,
Words can bring com fort to some one to day; 
So may I show kind ness to those that I meet
With words that I write and words that I say.   J. F.

Ed i tor’s Note: “Set a guard; O LORD, over my
mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips”
Psalm 141:3.

“O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show
forth your praise”   Psalm 51:15.

EPHESIANS 6:18 – 20 
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For whosoever shall do the will of God,
the same is my brother, and my sister,

and mother.   Mark 3:35

It ap pears on this oc ca sion that the Lord’s mother and
broth ers came to where He was preach ing.  For what ever
rea son, they did not join those gath ered to hear the Lord,
but rather sent for Him to come to them.  Even His lis ten -
ers were sur prised that He ig nored their re quest.  What
was the rea son?  Nor mally, the Lord would have gladly
met with His fam ily, but He was en gaged in His Fa ther’s
busi ness and could not be dis turbed.  In stead, He told His
au di ence that those who did His Fa ther’s will were His
true breth ren.  Let us be care ful not to let loved ones keep
us from do ing what God calls us to do. 

             W. A. H.
How I praise Thee, pre cious Sav iour, that Thy love

laid hold of me,
Thou hast saved and cleansed and filled me that I

might Thy chan nel be.  – Mary E. Maxwell

Ed i tor’s Note: Re cently I asked a ‘fel low-be liever’ IF
there was to be a ‘spe cial oc ca sion’ that was somewhat in
his honor, would he be there?

His ba sic ‘re sponse’ was: “I am liv ing for the Lord and 
do not have time to get in volved in such ‘mi nor’ things’! 
What a bless ing/in spi ra tion that was to ‘me’!

TELL ME ABOUT JESUS!

If you go to a church that is the right kind of a church,
you may an tic i pate hear ing a lot of Je sus.  You can just ex -
pect it.  There will be songs about him.  You’ll hear peo ple
re fer ring to Je sus when they pray.  The peo ple in their av -
er age, ev ery day con ver sa tion will make ref er ence to
Jesus.

Cer tainly when ever the preacher rises to the plat form
to preach the mes sage even if it’s a mes sage about some
other great Bi ble sub ject, none the less the Per son of Je sus
will not be for got ten. In any gos pel mes sage or Bi ble ser -
mon there will be many ref er ences to Jesus.

The name Je sus, some what com mon in Bi ble times, is 
now etched in his tory as the name above all names, pre -
cious to His in ti mates in faith; and whether whis pered or
shouted, it is pow er ful be yond all oth ers.

            Dr. Shelton Smith

Ed i tor’s Note: “’And she will bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His peo -
ple from their sins.’”  Mat thew 1:21.  JESUS is His per -

sonal Name and there is some thing ex tra spe cial
(Pre cious) about that Name ‘JESUS’  Do YOU agree?! 
Philippians 2:5 – 11. 

The Printer’s Pul pit 

The printed page is the great est pul pit that God 
Has given to man; 

Its mes sage stirs the heart strings in ev ery tribe 
And clan.

It shouts to souls in si lence or whis pers to a 
Crowd, 

Gives cour age to the hum ble or flags the 
Mon arch proud.

It prompts no false de meanor, up holds no vain 
Dis play; 

It pleads, per suades and rea sons, at night or in
the day.

It reaches into ev ery cranny where men and 
women dwell, 

Goes into un happy man sions and into prison 
Cell.

And whether book or pam phlet, a leaf let or in 
Tomes, 

It speaks in mart and fac tory, in ten e ment and 
Home.

It never shows re sent ment, though slighted for 
An age, 

And brings the Light to chil dren, to fools and to 
The sage.

This preacher has no equal; this pul pit has no 
peer. 

The printed page lives on and on, to com fort 
And to cheer.

              Se lected

Ed i tor’s Note:  Why not see to it that your loved ones,
neigh bors, friends, fel low ‘church’ mem bers re ceive the
Morn ing Glory as a gift of CARE from YOU?  Would n’t
NOW be an ideal time to take this ‘chal lenge’ and put it
this into ‘prac tice’ and be blest by do ing so?

Also, there is ‘Hauge’ Chris tian ma te rial that is ‘avail -
able’ to YOU! – Es pe cially at:

THANKSGIVING and CHRISTMAS TIME!
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“Never man so spake.”  “Is not this He
whom they seek to kill?”  “So there arose

a division in the multitude because of
Him”  John 7:46, 25, 43.

JESUS stood forth in the midst of the peo ple and
spoke.  

Then when some be lieved in Him, He turned to them
and said, that if they wanted to be His true dis ci ples, they
must abide in His Word: only then could the truth make
them free.  But they would not agree to this, and their faith
changed to an ger and ha tred.

So Je sus leaves these brain-wor ship ping slaves of the
let ter, and goes out among the peo ple, to the help less. 
When He meets peo ple who are in trou ble, no one says
that He has a devil or is pos sessed, but even the evil spir its
who must flee be fore His Sav ior – might cry out that He is
the Son of the liv ing God.   

Just as im pos si ble as it is for the con ceited per son to
sub mit to Him, just so loud do those who are in trou ble call 
upon Him.  As warmly as He is loved by the lat ter, so ar -
dently is He hated by the for mer.  

No one has been so loved and so hated as Je sus.  Some 
see in Him their pre test an tag o nist, oth ers their only sal va -
tion and eter nal wel fare.  Some give prop erty and life in
or der to get Him, His Word, and Spirit, and power out of
the world.  Oth ers sac ri fice ev ery thing; life and prop erty,
fa ther and mother, home and fa ther land, in or der to make
Him known among the peo ples.  I pray you to ask your -
self: What is Jesus to me?

O Bringer of sal va tion, 
Who won drously hast wrought, 
Thy self the rev e la tion
Of love be yond our thought:
We wor ship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 
We praise Thee, and con fess Thee
Our gra cious Lord and King

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright – 1939, Permission

Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A BURDENED HEART FOR AMERICA!

By Pas tor Da vid Barnhart 

“I think we may be los ing our coun try” a friend said to 
me the other day with a sigh.  Not only do I share his con -
cern, my own heart is bur dened for Amer ica as never be -

fore. …

A Shared Bur den For Amer ica’s Fu ture 

In re cent weeks the Lord has placed on my heart an in -
creas ing bur den for Amer ica, far greater than any thing
I’ve known be fore.  Dur ing this same pe riod of time, I’ve
also no ticed other Chris tian lead ers who are sens ing and
pro claim ing the same iden ti cal mes sage – “Time is run -
ning out, Amer ica must re pent and turn back to God be -
fore it is too late.”

Thus, it was not sur pris ing to re ceive a com mu ni ca -
tion a few weeks ago from Billy Gra ham’s daugh ter, Anne 
Gra ham-Lotz, stat ing that this same bur den had been di -
vinely placed on her heart.  The con tent of her mes sage
and the ur gency with which she ex pressed it makes clear
that God’s judg ment on our na tion’s sins may not be de -
layed much longer.

Ex plain ing her rea son ing for a spe cial call to prayer,
Anne wrote: “Please be as sured there is no other agenda
in this ini tia tive.  This is not about pro mot ing any thing
or any one.  This is all about call ing God’s peo ple to -
gether to pray, be fore it’s too late, and judg ment falls on
our nation.”

The de scrip tion of God’s pa tience run ning out with Is -
rael’s de fi ant sins may rightly be ap plied to the United
States of Amer ica: “The Lord, the God of their fa thers,
sent word to them again and again by His mes sen gers,
be cause He had com pas sion on His peo ple, and on His
dwell ing place; but they con tin u ally mocked the mes sen -
gers of God, de spised His words and scoffed at His
proph ets, un til the wrath of the Lord arose against His
peo ple, un til there was no rem edy” (2 Chron i cles
36:15-16).  Some may won der why I of ten quote these
same two verses of Scrip ture in this pub li ca tion (‘The
Vine and Branches’).  The an swer is plain – I be lieve time
may be running out for America!

If only ev ery preacher in Amer ica were to stand in the
pul pit this com ing Sunday and call the na tion back to God, 
there is no doubt a re vival would break forth all over the
land.  Since that is not likely to hap pen, it is es sen tial for
ev ery Bi ble-be liev ing Chris tian to be come ac tive in the
work of call ing the na tion back to God!  Pray and work,
fel low Chris tians, as you have never prayed or worked be -
fore, for the spir i tual res to ra tion of Amer ica!

Excerpt from The Vine and Branches.
Midsummer, 2014, Issue 4.
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Please:

If you plan to move, kindly send your
new address to the ‘Morning Glory’
before you move, if possible.  Please
also give your old address, as well as
the new.  This is important in making

the change.  THANK YOU!

Please con tinue to pray for the
per se cuted brothers and sisters IN

CHRIST and ALSO
For the peace of Jerusalem!

UpDate

UNLESS!

“‘For as the rain co mes down; and the snow from
heaven, And do not re turn there, But wa ter the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed
to the sower And bread to the eater, So shall My word
be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not re turn to
Me void, But it shall ac com plish what I please, And it
shall pros per in the thing for which I sent it’” Isa iah
55:10 -11.

AS I pre pare this fairly ‘brief’ and to the point ar ti -
cle, I am re minded of the young youth who put his
hand/fin ger in the ‘dike’ that sur rounded ‘Hol land’ and 
thus be came the ‘Res cue Per son’ for Holland!

UNLESS YOU AND I hold the Fort and lov ingly
and firmly ad here to the ‘Stan dards’ of God’s Holy
Word, the Bi ble, likely ‘souls’ will lose out with
JESUS AND miss HEAVEN.

Not only that, but ‘to gether’ we press on ward and
for ward in seek ing to en lighten and nour ish oth ers. 
Sa tan and his co-horts/slaves take no va ca tion as they
know time is fleet ing and run ning out, and they know
their ‘time’ is short.  “OUR” en e mies are ‘real’ and
they are out to ‘steal, kill and de stroy’ you and me
(Spir i tu ally) and a mul ti tude of oth ers; so let’s ‘stand
to gether’ as overcomers in and through Je sus Christ!  

Re mem ber that the boy re ferred to in Hol land was
only ONE; ‘we’ NEED ‘one an other’; so are you will -
ing to stand ‘to gether’ with ‘us’ in PRAYER,
FINANCES AND ENCOURAGEMENT as ‘we’
make No Apol o gies for the Old Time Chris tian ity and
seek to prac tice the same?  To gether ‘we’ know how
the BOOK ends!

Please prayer fully read Psalm 126:5-6, 130,
Romans 1:14-17 & 1 Tim o thy 2:1-7.  THANK YOU!

P. S. The Hauge Move ment/Morn ing Glory is a Bib li -
cal, piet ist ic, Lu theran Free Move ment.  We are de -
pend ent upon In di vid u als and Con gre ga tions for
sup port as ‘our’ Liv ing Sav ior lays this upon your
heart!

September’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is approx. $2,360.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing Morn ing Glory
each month is approx. $2,000.00 plus other noticeable
ex penses.


